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lllusory Correlation

Perceiving a relationship between variables
even when no such relationship exists
Hamilton, D.L., & Gifford, R.K. (1976)

Aim: Find if people will have a stereotypical bias towards certain jobs
Method: Had participants read sentences describing people with different occupations. Each
sentence describes a person with a trait word that was either stereotypic of the occupation or
neutral. All adjectives paired with occupations an equal number of times.

Findings: Participants were asked to estimate the number of times each pairing occured. They
found that the participants consistently over estimated the number of times each pairing
occurred. They consistently overestimated the number of times that each stereotypic-traits had
been paired with their corresponding occupation.

Conclusion: People’s stereotypic expectancies about certain occupations lead them to perceive
a relationship where none actually exists.
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